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President’s Message...
As the new President of the Josephine Homeowners
Association, I would like first to thank our past Co-
Presidents, Eileen Mueller and Jo Moloney for a job
well done! I would also like to thank Francie Pizitz,
Bo Benedict, and Bill Mathis for all their efforts in
the past three years. Many thanks to you all! Also,
a big welcome to our three new Board members:
Tom Schlinkert, Melodie Shatzer, and Cherryl
Hammock. I look forward to working with you and
this year’s Board.

This year’s Spring Fling was very informative and
was very well attended. With our changing times,
now more than ever, our Board needs to keep the
Community informed and, in turn, be in tune with
your wishes. Look for a separate survey that will be
mailed regarding the proposed Wolf Bay Bridge and
the widening of CR 95. This will be a fact-based
survey, and we hope you will find it informative and
enlightening. We hope you will respond to the sur-
vey so that we are able to go in a direction that the
majority of you would like us to pursue.

We will also continue working on suggestions and
an effective course for our Community regarding
incorporation or annexation, based upon your re-
sponses from our first survey. You will be receiving
additional information on that particular subject in
the near future.

I look forward to working for you and our Commu-
nity.

Veda Kelley
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NEW BOARD MEMBER BIOS…

Cherryl Hammock

Guerry Beatson, Cherryl Hammock's
dad, fell in love with the area while
learning to fly sea planes on Perdido
Bay in 1946. A dream of a cottage on the
bay was realized in 1960. Cherryl spent
her summers here and met her husband,
Eddie, at Pirates Cove. (Yes, they are
two of the original riff raff.) Their
daughter, Lindsay, is a nursing student
at UA. The family loves the area and re-
sides on Spring Branch Road.

Tom Schlinkert

He has been a Josephine resident for 14
years and lives in the Fish Trap
neighborhood on Hammock Creek. He has
been active in community affairs since
his relocation to Josephine from Bir-
mingham including two and a half previ-
ous terms on the Josephine Homeowners
Board of Directors.

Tom also sits on the steering committee
of The Coalition for the Responsible De-
velopment of Baldwin Co., an Orange
Beach watch dog group, is a founding
member of Friends of Baldwin, and a
board member of Alabama Coastal Founda-
tion.

He is the president of Schlinkert Sports
Associates, a sales, marketing and manu-
facturing company, in the outdoor sports
and sailing industries.

Our new board members: Melodie Shatzer, Tom
Schlinkert, and Cherryl Hammock
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SIGHTINGS OF MYSTERY FELINES CONTIN-
UES! Ben Hutson is positive he saw a Jaguarundi in
broad daylight crossing CR 48 near Fish River. Is this
one of the same cats known locally to Josephinites?

Left: our elusive feline friend. Right: David Whidden
and Kimber Tracy in their new commercial kitchen in
Elberta.

NEW BOARD MEMBER BIOS…continued

Melodie Shatzer

She is a Texan whose maternal grandmother lived in
Alabama. She and husband Roger planned for years
to retire to the Gulf Coast for Roger to pursue his pas-
sion for salt water fishing.

She has enjoyed a 34+ year career in mental
health services in Texas. She served as the Presi-
dent/CEO for two community mental health corpora-
tions. She also is an accomplished grant writer, and
has developed and been awarded over $20 million dol-
lars in foundation and government grants. She spent
two years serving as a HUD Community Builder as-
signed to the City of Dallas where she worked on nu-
merous community development projects. She contin-
ues to work full time for Humana doing hospital con-
tracting.

She has served on numerous boards and com-
missions throughout her career. She holds an under-
graduate degree from the University of Texas at Aus-
tin and a Doctorate of Education from Texas A&M
University.

The actions of these seven on May 10 made
it possible to have a benefit fund raiser,
rather than a memorial service, on Aug. 10.
See last page for fund raiser details.

JOSEPHINE PLANS A NEW
PLAYGROUND!

The Josephine Baptist Church under the
direction of Annette Eslava, and with the
help of Jack Kelley, is in the process of plan-
ning and implementing a playground and
play area to be located between the church
and the firehouse. Annette and Wayne
Eslava have already purchased two sets of
beautiful tables and benches from the Jeff
Beech Memorial Fund.

Since this area will be used by our commu-
nity, the JHA donated $1,000 to help pur-
chase playground equipment. The Church
has already committed monies, and we are
asking others in the Josephine Community
to donate as well. This is will be a beautiful
area for us to relax, for our children and
grandchildren to play, and can be the begin-
ning of an area for family get-togethers and
functions in the future. It will be well
planned and will be an addition to the com-
munity that we can all use and have pride
in.

If you would like to donate, send a check
made payable to the Josephine Baptist
Church Playground Fund to Bill Waller,
Treasurer, c/o Josephine Baptist Church,
P.O. Box 247, Elberta, AL 36530. Remem-
ber, this donation is tax-deductible, and our
community would greatly benefit from your
generosity. We will keep everyone apprised
of the total donations to the playground
fund as it grows. If you have any questions
about the playground plans, please feel free
to call 986-6512.

PERDIDO GOURMET, DAVID WHIDDEN,
NOW HAS A COMMERCIAL CATERING

KITCHEN IN ELBERTA!

If you haven’t been lucky enough to have attended
a function catered by David Whidden, you have no
doubt missed some of the best food around! He and
partner Kimber Tracy have now established a com-
mercial kitchen on Hwy 98 (across from Law Office
of Sheila Stone) in Elberta. While not a restaurant,
they do have a Monday night Thai carry-out, be-
ginning at 5 pm. If the carry-out concept takes off,
they plan to expand this service.

For more information, you can reach David at: 223-
1123
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SO WHERE DO WE GO (OR GET
TAKEN TO) AS A COMMUNITY?

By: Mike Healy

Don't miss the Bargainomics Lady, Judy Wood-
ward Bates at JBC's Ladies Day Out, Saturday,
August 23, noon until 1:30 p.m. Cost: $5.00, What
a Bargain! and "Simply a Salad" (bring your favor-
ite). For registration information contact: Teresa
Denney 987-1973 or Veda Kelley 986-6512

Illuminating Autism Update

By: Rachael Mueller

We got involved when our daughter showed
characteristics and proper services were
not available locally. The first year we
raised $11,000. Last yaer we raised
$32,000. This year we surpassed our ex-
pectations and raised $60,000! All money
raised goes to Brilliant Minds in Destin, FL.

I have finished my classes to become a
BCBA (Board Certified Behavior Analyst)
which gives me the final credentials to be-
gin ABA (applied behavior analysis) therapy
locally as soon as I can pass my test.

The long term goal is to create an ABA
clinic here, preferably in Elberta.

I credit the explosion of the FUNraiser to
all of the volunteers and to Tom
Schlinkert’s event organizing skills!

We presented the results of our community survey
at the Spring Fling. The graph above gives results
of that survey, in terms of resident & property
owner preference when five options are consid-
ered.

What doesn’t work for many residents is becoming
“Orange Beach North” or “Elberta East”. While
some of the individual responses to these two op-
tions end up as not printable, the major reason
points toward a real concern over both municipali-
ties view of development.

Tops on the preference list was staying the same
(i.e., unincorporated). Is this realistic, given that
we are one of the last truly pristine back bay areas
anywhere nearby?

As for Josephine attempting to incorporate, we
simply lack the number of full time residents in
the “core” area to legally qualify. If we stretch out
the “core” area to pick up more full time residents,
we automatically run afoul of the density of regis-
tered voters requirement.

The “ringer” option was the concept of being an-
nexed into Perdido Beach, once they have incorpo-
rated. Is this possible? Two things must happen:
First, Perdido Beach must be incorporated, and
second, the Town of Perdido Beach must act fa-
vorably on our interest, and later our petition, to
become part of their town. The process of becom-
ing part of the Town of Perdido Beach is quite
straight forward and relatively simply accom-
plished.

Yes, there is no free lunch. If we sought and ac-
cepted being annexed by Perdido Beach, we would
see our property taxes go up (most likely by 5 mils,
which adds $50.00 of tax for each $100,000 of
Board of Equalization property value).

More on this issue in the next issue of this News-
letter, where my editorship comes to an end. I
plan to “tell all” as to what I think!!!!!!!!!
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On May 10, our resident
wind instrument virtu-
oso, Patrick Harbeson,
was in his dingy when he
lost conscientious and
went overboard, to the
bottom of Roberts Bayou.

That was the bad news.

The good news was that a couple in a nearby
sailboat realized that he had gone overboard,
and immediately hailed a passing power boat
with 4 young men aboard. Two of the four im-
mediately began diving for Patrick and were
able to pull him up to the surface. More good
news was yet to come: a physician from Louisi-
ana happened to be in the Cove parking lot and
was able to immediately give Patrick CPR. And
even more good news: one of our volunteer fire-
men was present and able to immediately re-
turn from the fire house with oxygen.

Patrick spent the next week in the hospital,
culminating with a heart stint procedure.

On Sunday, August 10, 2-6 pm, at the Cove
there will be a benefit for Patrick. $10.00 dona-
tion at the door; many musicians to perform.
Goal is to raise $1500 for automated insulin
pump and continuous glucose meter. In addi-
tion to his heart problems, he is also a type I
diabetic.

Many THANKS! We presently
have 175 dues paying members!

21st ANNUAL ALABAMA COASTAL
CLEANUP

SEPTEMBER 20, 2008

GET THE TRASH OUT OF THE SPLASH!!

The Alabama Coastal Cleanup engages con-
cerned and dedicated local citizens to remove
trash and debris from the Gulf Coast beaches
and waterways, to identify the sources of de-
bris, and to change the behaviors that cause
pollution.

In a continuing effort to cleanup the coast, the
21st annual Alabama Coastal Cleanup is
scheduled for Saturday, September 20th, 2008
from 8:00 a.m. until noon. Come show your
support and concern for Alabama's waterways
by participating. YOU can make a difference
by volunteering to clean up our cherished
coastal area!

Have you got a canoe, kayak, pontoon boat, or
any shallow draft boat? If so, then come on
out to Pirate's Cove and join Francie Pizitz for
this worthwhile event. All you need is a hat,
bug spray and sunscreen. Water, gloves, gar-
bage bags, data cards and a great looking t-
shirt will be provided as well as a heart felt
thanks.

For more information, please call or email
Francie at 987-5300, fpp3939@aol.com
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