
JHA OFFICERS/BOARD: President: Ron Bankester, 

phone 987-1398, e-mail: rbankester@gulftel.com., 

Vice President:  Melodie Shatzer, phone 987-1130, 

email: mshatzer@gulftel.com, Secretary: Billy Cun-

ningham, phone 987-1639, e-mail: wmcunning-

ham@bcmlawyers.com,  Treasurer:  Wayne Phillips, 

phone 251-232-5689, e-mail: dwphillips@gulftel.com. 

Board members: Cherryl Hammock, phone 987-1504, 

e-mail: CherrylHammock@yahoo.com, Jo Moloney, 

phone 987-1485, e-mail: moloney@gulftel.com, Tom 

Schlinkert, phone 987-1229, e-mail: 

schlinks@gulftel.com, Greg Duck, phone 987-1121, e-

mail: gregduck2@yahoo.com, Robert Turk, phone: 

251-282-0742, e-mail: cobralyn79@yahoo.com,  

President’s Message... 

 By Ron Bankester, President 

   Progress was made on several efforts of the 

JHA Board. A marker was placed at the Old 

Josephine Cemetery. The marker lists the 

family names of some of the earliest residents 

of Josephine, as seen in pictures on the fol-

lowing pages. Approval was obtained from the 

Baldwin County Historical Development 

Board for placement of an historical marker 

near the easternmost entrance to Josephine 

Park. The marker will briefly denote impor-

tant dates in our area’s history. As of this 

writing, we are awaiting approval from the 

Alabama Dept. of Conservation and Natural 

Resources, State Lands Division, the owner of 

Josephine Park, for placement of the marker. 

With this completed, final approval should 

come from the County Commission.  

Thanks largely to the efforts of member Mike 

Healy, the Josephine Homeowner’s Associa-

tion now has a web site, URL 

www.josephinecommunity.com. The full util-

ity of this web site is yet to be realized, but 

the platform is in place. The web site will be-

come a place for articles, topics of interest, 

and notice of happenings in our community.  

Past and current JHA Newsletters will be 

stored here. With this technology investment, 

and the rising costs of printing and mailing,  
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this and future newsletters will be published 

electronically. Some members have already 

communicated with the Board through this 

media.    

The County has obtained property south of 

Hwy. 20, off Wilson Road, for development of a 

boat launch and park facility. Completion of 

this project should help to ease pressure on 

and misuse of the current boat launch facility 

at Josephine Park.  

The North Shore Forum, a cooperative effort of 

the Josephine and Perdido Beach Homeowners’ 

Associations, has held two meetings highlight-

ing food producers in south Baldwin County.  

The third meeting will be held this Sunday, 

May 2 at BJ’s Party Barn.  See page 2 in this 

Newsletter for more information about the 

North Shore Forum. 

The Josephine Volunteer Fire Department is 

always in need of volunteers who are both com-

mitted and physically able. Should you know of 

such persons, please encourage them to con-

sider joining JVFD.   

As always, should you have suggestions or 

comments on activities of our Association and 

its Board, please let us know.  We encourage 

you to become active in the future of Josephine 

by joining the new Board starting in June, 

2010.  We need three new members to replace 

those going off the current Board.   Please con-

tact any current Board member if you are in-

terested in serving. 

Gardeners Wanted! 

     The garden at the corner of Josephine Drive 

and CR 95 needs your help!  We would like vol-

unteers to spend at least once a month to weed, 

clip, and in general “spruce up” the garden. 

     If you would like to volunteer please call 

Cherryl Hammock, phone: 987-1504 or email at  

CherrylHammock@yahool.com 
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Roberts Bayou Clean-up 

  Roberts Bayou has presented the citizens of Josephine 

with many challenges, not the least of which is the issue 

of the derelict boats.  Much time and effort has been used 

to solve this problem.  The problem of cleaning up Rob-

erts Bayou has resulted in a three- pronged process, a 

petition, a Derelict Boat Bill, and an application to the 

Coastal Impact Assistance Program. 

  The petition is intended to clean up the bayou and help 

prevent derelict boats from recurring once they are re-

moved.  It will also make the desires of the people of Jo-

sephine known in writing to our elected officials and will 

reinforce the necessity for the Derelict Boat Bill.  The 

petition was presented at the Spring Fling for people to 

sign.  We plan on reaching out to everyone in the Com-

munity. 

  The Derelict Boat Bill is the work of Richard 

Schlinkert, Bill Bonds and others.  Trip Pittman’s staff 

prepared the language in the bill.  Representative 

McMillan introduced the Bill on 3/2 and it became HB 

643. (See Page 4 for letter from Sen. Pittman and 

Rep. McMillan.) The Bill is posted on the JHA web site 

under Topic of Interest. 

  The Coastal Impact Assistance Program may be a possi-

ble way to fund the clean up of Roberts Bayou.  Ron 

Bankester, the President of JHA, was made aware of this 

program by Wayne Hyatt.  It was discovered that the 

CIAP has an existing Tier 2 general project called 

“Removal of Derelict Boats in Coastal Waters.”  An appli-

cation was made to have the clean up Roberts Bayou con-

sidered as a specific action under this general project.  

The application was followed up with a letter to Mr. Bar-

nett of the Department of Natural Resources with copies 

sent to Trip Pittman, Steve McMillan, Commissioner 

Gruber, and Ms. Cara Stallman of DNR, State Lands 

Division.  

  As of this writing there has been no effort made to clean 

up the bayou.  The JHA appreciates all the diligent work 

of our concerned homeowners as well as our representa-

tives. 

 

  One of several dere-

lict boats near the 

boat ramp at Jose-

phine Park 

 

 

 

Two more derelict 

boats in the Bayou. 

 

North Shore Forum 

  On Sunday, February 21 the communities of Jose-

phine and Perdido Beach hosted their first joint 

North Shore Forum dealing with local food produc-

tion. Randall Hastings of Hastings farms talked 

about his 10 year long effort to produce high quality 

grass only fed beef and now lamb and his present 

distribution efforts. Hastings produces his beef and 

lamb in strict accordance with organic certification 

rules and has his application in to become a USDA 

certified organic production facility.  While Jane Hol-

land Smith was first locally known as the “Plant 

Lady”, in the aftermath of Hurricane Ivan, she reor-

ganized to become known as the “Bread Lady”, and 

now has a small commercial bakery producing a 

wide variety of breads sold through local grocery 

stores and at farmers markets. The presenters an-

swered questions from the audience while the audi-

ence delighted upon food samples provided by the 

two presenters. 

  In March the North Shore Forum presented its 2nd 

local food production meeting in Perdido Beach at 

the firehouse, on Sunday March 28.  This Forum in-

cluded local shrimper Jamie Koptis and Wallace Sea-

food Trader representative, Brent Wallace. Resi-

dents and property owners of Josephine and Perdido 

Beach and their invited guests enjoyed seafood pre-

pared by the Perdido Beach Homeowners.   

  The third North Shore Forum, the final on local 

food production will occur on May 2, 4:00-6:00 p.m.  

Presenters include Sweet Home Farms and Perdido 

Vineyards.  The event will be held at BJ’s Party 

Barn on Rosemary Lane off County Rd. 42 E 

(Josephine Drive).  Signs to the site will be posted. 

  Residents and property owners of Josephine and 

Perdido Beach and their invited guests can go to 

their respective community websites for updated in-

formation on the North Shore Forum or call either 

Bob Gross (251.961.7440) or Mike Healy (251.986. 

6240). 

Food Tasting Time: Attendees sampling local 

foods provided by the presenters at first Forum. 
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Cemetery Marker 

A marker was placed at the Old Josephine 

Cemetery. The marker lists the family names 

of some of the earliest residents of Josephine. 

 

Tribute to Families Buried in the Old Cemetery 

Our history not forgotten. 

 

 

           

  Illuminating Autism FUN-raiser 

A fundraiser benefiting High Hopes 

The 5th Annual Illuminating Autism FUN-raiser will be held 
on June 4th, 5th, and 6th 2010 at Pirates Cove in Josephine, 
AL.  

  This year we will raffle an authentic piece of extremely 
rare Spanish “piece of eight” coin provided by Key West 
Treasure Chest and set by Bejeweled in Gulf Shores. We 
will have silent auctions Saturday and Sunday with art 
pieces from local artists and other unique items from our 
generous community. Registration for the 2nd Annual Solve 
the Puzzle Poker Run is Saturday morning at H&D Cycles in 
Lillian, AL. Best hand wins $350, 2nd place wins $150. 
Sunday we will draw down on a 2010 Jeep Wrangler. Local 
and national musicians will play throughout the weekend. 

  All proceeds will support High Hopes, a unique program 
for families affected by Autism and other Developmental 
Delays. Located on the campus of St. Benedict Catholic 
School in Elberta, AL, the program provides Applied Behav-
ioral Analysis (ABA) Therapy benefiting preschool age chil-
dren. The overall goal being independence in classroom for 
children affected by Developmental Delays. 

If you have any question about the event please feel free to 
contact us. 

Co-Founder Rachael Mueller 251*228*2075   

rachaelmueller@highhopes4pdd.org 

Co-Founder Karl Mueller 251*228*2074                   

kmueller@piratescoveriffraff.com 

Draw Down Chair Christy Munsterman 504*388*0154 

seamuenster@yahoo.com 

Promotional Chair Tom Schlinkert 251*978*6989 

schlinks@gulftel.com 

Midway Chair Eileen Mueller 251*987*1547             

emueller@gulftel.com 

Music Chair Cathe Steele 251*232*3072                        

riffraff@centurytel.net 

Poker Run Chair JJ Wills 251*747*7740 

jjwills@highhopes4pdd.org 

Logistic Chair Ron Bankester 251*987*1398              

rbankester@gulftel.com 

Silent Auction Chair Lauri Turner 270*799*9919      

laurimturner@gmail.com 

 

NEW BOARD MEMBERS 

NEEDED!! 

   It is time to consider new candi-

dates to replace our out-going 

Board Members.  If you would like 

to be involved in our Community 

and make a difference in our fu-

ture, contact any Board Member at 

the phone numbers or emails listed 

on the front of this newsletter. 
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Josephine Community Calendar 

 

May 1-3 Wood Boat Show at the Cove 

JHA 

May 2  North Shore Forum at BJ Party       

  Barn, 4:00 -  6:00 Wine & Cheese 

June 13 Annual Meeting, 3:00 p.m. at  

  the Josephine Baptist Church 

Josephine Baptist Church 

July 5 - 9 Vacation Bible School 

(To attend call Carolyn Waller at 251.961.7286 or 

email at carowaller@hotmail.com or call Roselee 

Mueller at  987.1814.) 

This event is open to the Community 

Point Yacht Club 

May 22  Red  Fish Point Raft Up and begin 

  Panama City Cruise 

June 12 Dock Party & Members Boat Show 

  At Barber Marina 

July 17  Fast Women Regatta & Party 

  GYA Open Event 

 

 

REMINDER 

  Just a reminder:  your 2010-2011 
JHA dues are due.  Please send them 

to Wayne Phillips at 6448 County 

Rd. 95, Josephine, AL  36530.   

Invoices will be mailed soon. 

Referenced from Page 2. 

To:  Interested Parties 

From  Sen. Trip Pittman  

 Rep. Steve McMillan   

Date:   April 20, 2010 

Re: Update on  Derelict Boat  

The bill was introduced on 3/2/10 and assigned HB 

643, was reported from committee on 3/25/2010. 

On three occasions a request was made that the 

legislation either be put on a Consent Calendar 

(limited to non-controversial bills) or a Special 

Order Calendar as set by the Rules Committee.  

Since either the Chair or a Vice-Chair of the Rules 

Committee said they would help, it was assumed 

the request would be granted. 

Requests were not granted and no explanation 

was given, perhaps priorities were not given to a 

general bill with local application.  In other words, 

at this time, Baldwin seems to be the only county 

in need of this law; therefore, no statewide support 

existed.  We have also been told (supposition) that 

there must have been some opposition.  There 

were 828 House Bills introduced 139 passed the 

House (including local bills). 

At any rate, the bill did not pass this Session.  The 

plan for the immediate future is to have a meeting 

with the Corps, DCNR, ADEM and any other 

agency which may have jurisdiction to pursue al-

ternatives.   We cannot accept the premise that a 

policy, rule, law or regulation does not exist which 

will allow a resolution to the problem as it cur-

rently exists.  We are continuing to work with 

DCNR about moving the derelict boats even if the 

bill does not pass. 

Lack of a boat title law in Alabama is a major hin-

drance and would be a major problem to pass.  The 

Constituent Office Staff did most of the drafting of 

this legislation with much research involved. 

If you have questions, please call 251.937.0240 or 

943.5061, ext. 2240 or 422.5264. 

REMINDER 

From The Josephine Volunteer  

Fire Department 

We ask that all residents make their address 

clearly visible from the road, either on your 

mailbox or somewhere that can be seen by the 

Fire Department both day and night. 

We remind everyone that your JVFD dues of $25 

are due at this time, and can be mailed to our 

Treasurer, Bo Benedict at 30001 Spring Branch 

Road W, Josephine, AL  36530. 

Please stop by our trailer at the Wood Boat 

show for a sausage sandwich and cold soda 

or beer.  We appreciate your patronage! 


